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• In support of and in collaboration with 
the OSU Extension Service Master 
GardenerTM Program

• Volunteer to educate the public about 
sustainable and affordable gardening 
by providing relevant, research-based 
education.

• https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg



Washington County 
Master GardenerTM Association

in cooperation with

www.washingtoncountymastergardeners.org     

Public Events

website

EDUCATION & 
RESOURCES 

page on our website

• Link to resources
   from our classes

• Monthly Chapter   
   Speaker recordings

• Helpful links from 
   OSU, Metro 
   and more!

Handy card

http://www.washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/


Topics

• What are Perennials? 
• Perennials, Annuals, Biennials

• Planting for Success
• Zone (Temp), Soil, Light, Water, Nutrients, Mulch

• Maintenance
• How to get more blooms

• Dealing with problems – pests, weeds, winter

• Perennial Combinations

• Great varieties of long-blooming perennials



Perennial Passion ….for over 20 years

2002 2022
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What are Perennials ?  

• Annuals

Annual plants live for just one season.  Typically produce 
abundance of showy blooms before they die.

• Marigolds, Petunias… but also some Salvias, some Geraniums… 

• Biennials

Biennials live for two years. The first year they produce 
stems and leaves, then bloom the second year.

• Foxglove, Sweet William

• Perennials 

Perennial plants, live three or more years.   Often with the first 
flowering cycle during the second year. Short-lived kinds do well 
for just a few years whereas long-lived types may last for decades. 
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Ingredients for Success

• Flour

• Water

• Salt

• Yeast

• Temperature

• Soil

• Light

• Water

• Nutrients

• Mulch
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Planting for Success

• Temperature
• Zone – 8  (10-20 degrees)

• Soil – Clay?   Amend, amend, amen(d)
• With what?   Organic matter (garden compost) 
• New beds:  4” of garden compost, mixed to 12”
• Existing beds:  1-2” of compost every year or two

• Light – Right plant, Right place
• Sun:  6 or more hours of sun
• Part shade:  4-6 hours of sun
• Shade:  Less than 4 hours of sun

• Water – Dry, average, moist?  
• Even drought tolerant plants need watering

• To get established 
• Then less frequently

Food & a Blanket
• Nutrients - Fertilizer

• What’s needed?   Soil test will tell you

• Mulch  
• 2” of compost, wood chips, or bark on top of soil 
• Retain moisture, prevent weeds
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Where to get Plant info?
Tags, MBG, Bench Cards  

Tip:  Want flowers in shady 
garden – look for ‘part shade’
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Soil Prep
Important and Impactful

May 26, 2020 How long to grow to this? 
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Planting

1. Dig a hole twice as wide as the pot and same 
depth – why? 

2. Drainage - Well-draining soil always important, 
sometimes a must
• Mixing in compost helps a lot – 25%+
• Can also mix in some gravel (1/4” 10, “clean”)
• For plants that must have good drainage – mix in 25% 

gravel, 25% compost, 50% original/native soil

3. Plant should be well watered before being 
planted and after – esp summer

4. Loosen the roots – or cut if root-bound

5. Backfill:  25% garden compost + 75% native soil. 
• Mix in fertilizer and firm the soil around the plant
• Add 2-4” of mulch on top



Feeding & Watering Perennials 

• N-P-K:   Nitrogen – Phosphorus – Potassium 
• Plus ‘micro-nutrients’ 

• Our local soil tends to have plenty of P (Phosphorus)

• I use a 15-4-8 fertilizer

• Individual plants:   How often and when? 
• Slow release vs liquid feed

• Water?
• Deeply and Infrequently

• Plant roots need water and AIR – don’t drown them

20-20-20
Synthetic

3-9-4
Organic



Slow Release Fertilizer



Types of fertilizer
Opinions vary concerning the merits of manures or other organic fertilizers versus "chemical" fertilizers. Excellent gardens 

may be grown using either method. Plants do not differentiate between nutrients from 
organic and chemical fertilizers; the form absorbed by plant roots from both 
sources is identical.
Plants can use chemical fertilizers as soon as they are applied. Soil bacteria and fungi must act on most organic nutrient 
sources to change them into a usable form. Thus, if you use mostly organic fertilizers, you may need to add a small amount 
of a source of more readily available nitrogen early in the season to ensure adequate plant nutrition until the organic 
sources become available to plants. Options include liquid fish, blood meal and chemical fertilizer.

Synthetic or Organic Fertilizer?   





Perennial Maintenance Tips - Pruning
Maximize bloom time and quantity 

• Some perennials bloom a 
LONG time – 3, 4, 6 months!
• IF you ‘deadhead’

• Deadhead 
• Cut spent flowers off to keep 

blooms coming

• Evergreen perennials 
• Trim in ~March to remove 

“ratty” foliage
Geum Totally Tangerine   Geum Totally Tangerine 
 “Ratty”              Beautiful & covered in buds
 Jan/Feb       April

Copyright: Lisa GraffCopyright: Lisa Graff



Jupiter’s Beard – Blooms 5 Months … If….
Mid Jul

May - Oct
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Perennial Maintenance Tips - Problems

• Know your enemy - if you don’t, ask a 
Master Gardener

• What do yellow or wilted leaves mean? 
• Too much water

• Too little water

• Disease

• Nutrient problem

• Something else…   ! 

• Target the least invasive solution to the 
pest you have

• No need to ‘just spray everything’

• Aphids –  Spray off with water

• Slugs – Use beer traps, squash them, or targeted slug bait

• Let the good bugs do their job – ladybugs, etc

• Tolerate a few holes

• Keep the plants healthy

• Plant choice

• For weeds – mulch is your best friend
• Plant densely 

Copyright: Lisa Graff



Perennial Maintenance Tips
Maximize bloom time and quantity 

• Winter - My biggest concern in the garden – 
winter wet soil

• Best solutions: 
• Compost mixed in the soil with mulch on top

• Know the low spots, right plant, right place

• Don’t prune most perennials until spring, ~March

• For plants that need very good drainage…  a few tips
• Some plants extra sensitive to wet:   

• Dahlia, Penstemon, Agastache, Wallflower, Salvia

• Add ¼” 10 (clean) gravel to planting hole
• 25% gravel, 25% compost.   50% native soil

• Mulch around the plant with 3” of ¼” 10 gravel

Sleeping Dahlia – 
ready for winter

Penstemon – Mid Dec        Penstemon - Jan
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Perennial Combinations

• Objective
• Love of plants?
• Cutting garden?
• Easy maintenance? 
• Pollinator garden?
• Drought tolerant?
• Native plants?   

• What do you love? 
• Which plants? 
• What colors? 

Agastache/ Hummingbird Mint 
‘Blue Fortune’

Penstemon/ Beardtongue ‘Ruby’

Dianthus/ Sweet William
 ‘Sooty’

Eremurus/ Foxtail Lily ‘Cleopatra’

Dahlia ‘Coral Gypsy’
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Where to Start ? 

Overwhelming ?

Start with 1 or 2 favorite 
flowers

Add another, take a look, 
make changes

Like making a bouquet



Choosing & Placing Perennials

1. Long-Blooming
2. Bloom Timing
3. Massing (3-7+)
4. Repetition

Look at the tag
• Light, soil, water 

requirements

• Size & Bloom time



Choosing & Placing Perennials

“A Rose is a Rose is a Rose“       
Well…..Not Really…. Choose your Cultivar/ Variety Carefully

Example:   Geraniums
• Over 400 varieties
• Annuals and Perennials
• Bloom times vary: 1 month – 

5 months

Example:   Geum
• Over 80 varieties
• Some Evergreen, some 

Deciduous
• Bloom times vary: 2 month – 

6 months

Naming note:
Red Maple Franksred
Genus species ‘Variety or Cultivar’
Acer rubrum ‘Franksred’
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Perennial Combinations - Considerations

Overall Structure
• Hardscape, trees, shrubs, perennials, grasses, lawn…
• Varying heights, shapes, undulating
• Massing plants

Plants
• Color – hot, cool, light, dark… 
• Texture – shape, tactile
• Form – Mounding, vase-shaped, columnar…

Flowers 
1. Round flower:  Peony, Allium, Rose, Hydrangea, Dahlia
2. Vertical spire flower:  Nepeta, Agastache, Salvia  
3. Small cupped or daisy-shaped flower:  Geum, Geranium, 

Rudbeckia, Aster
4. Tubular flower:  Phygelius, Penstemon, Fuchsia
5. Other contrasting shapes (clusters, lilies):  Centranthus, Dianthus, 

Daylily, Yarrow Copyright: Lisa Graff



Spring ! 
Geum Totally Tangerine
Evergreen  Apr-Oct

Wallflower - Erysimum Bowles Mauve 
Evergreen  Apr-Oct

Centranthus Ruber 
May – Oct

Bloom Early
Bloom Long
Color Density
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May

Rhodies

Massed: 

Wallflower Bowles Mauve

Dianthus Sooty

Centranthus Ruber Pretty Betsy

Geranium Rozanne

Bearded Iris purple - rebloomer

Accents:  

Calla Lily white

Pink oriental poppy – Princess Victoria Louise
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MAY

Wisteria
Bearded Iris
Foxglove
Geum
Allium
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MAY

Allium
Iris
Rheum
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May/ June

Repetition & Mass

Using the same plants in various beds & 
repeating shapes & colors

Dianthus Sooty, Centranthus PB, 
Geranium Rozanne

Yarrow 
Raspberry – 
Jun-Oct

Loosestrife 
Beaujolias
May-Sept

Mallow 
Zebrina 
Jun-Sept
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July / August
Agastache Blue Fortune    Jul-Sept
Geranium Rozanne    May - Oct
Dahlia Intrigue     July-Oct
Tiger Lily     Jul/Aug
Lavatera Pink    Jun-Sept
Wallflower Bowles Mauve   Apr-Oct
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July / Aug

Dahlia Coral Gypsy 
Penstemon Ruby  -  Jun-Oct
Alstroemeria Apricot  - Jun-Sept
Dahlia Holly Hill Black Beauty
Delphinium Black Knight (rebloom)
Roses
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Aug/ Sept

Rudbeckia Cherry Brandy

Flag Lily Crimson – Blooms Sept to Nov

Aster Purple Dome

Peruvian Lily Peachy Orange – May - Oct
Salvia Amistad – Jun/Jul - Oct
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October            November
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Burgundy - depth & drama

Hydrangea ‘Everlasting Crimson’  
• Jun-Oct+
• Starts hot pink
• Matures to burgundy 

Pineapple Lily
Eucomis 
‘Sparkling 
Burgundy’

Calycanthus ‘Aphrodite’

Large shrub
Fast growing
Long-bloomer: May - July
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Exotic or unusual…  

Rheum

Rehmannia (Chinese Foxglove) Echium ‘Red Feathers’

Melianthus Major
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Hot Colors
Pink, Coral, Orange

1. Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’

2. Geum ‘Coral Tempest’

3. Jupiter’s Beard – Centranthus ruber ‘Pretty Betsy’

4. Roses

5. Peruvian Lily – Alstroemeria

6. Yarrow - Achillea

7. Hydrangea

8. Coreopsis

9. Hardy Fuchsia

10. Persicaria ‘Firetail’

11. Penstemon

12. Echinacea

13. Dahlia

Cool Colors
Purple, Blue

1. Wallflower -  Erysimum ‘Bowles Mauve’

2. Catmint – Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’

3. Allium Schubertii and ‘Gladiator’ 
 (1 mo bloom, seeds heads on for months)

4. Geranium ‘Rozanne’

5. Sage – Salvia ‘Caradonna’

6. Hummingbird Mint – Agastache ‘Blue Fortune’

7.  Gaura ‘Sparkle White’

Long-Blooming Perennials (4-6 months)

April

May

June

July

April

May

June

July
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